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Mats Mats Quarry Final EIS  4-83 
Chapter 4 – Comment Letters and Responses 

 
Response to Letter 24 

 
JAMES, GORDON 

 
 
 
1. The comment related to limiting the hours of operation is acknowledged.  Please refer to 

the Transportation section for a discussion on the anticipated number of barge trips 
under the Proposed Action.  As under existing conditions, it is anticipated that the 
majority of barge trips would occur during the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

 
2. Refer to the response for Letter 4 (Jefferson County), comment 43 and the and the 

Groundwater section of this Final EIS for marine seepage estimates and potential 
impacts.  Stormwater and mine water management and corresponding surface water 
quality evaluation is provided in the Surface Water section and Appendix XIII of this 
Final.  Discharge of stormwater and mine water from the site during future phases of 
mining would be consistent with the conditions of the NPDES/Stormwater Discharge 
Permit issued by the Department of Ecology.   

 
3. The mitigation measures described in the Groundwater section and Appendix I of this 

Final EIS include immediate pressure grouting of fractures or faults observed to be 
discharging fresh groundwater along the southern mine walls at sustained rates of 
greater than about 10 gpm.  Seepage of water from into the active mine from areas other 
than the southern mine walls is a potential impact only to mine operations.  The impacts 
to mine operations would primarily be limited to dewatering concerns, and mitigation 
measures for these impacts are described in the Groundwater section and Appendix I of 
this Final EIS.   

 
4. Please refer to Response to Letter 20 (Don Franklin), comment 2, and Response to 

Letter 4 (Jefferson County), comment 87. 
 
5. Comment acknowledged.  As indicated in the Draft EIS, the Proposed Action would 

extend mining operations, and resulting conditions related to the natural environment 
(water, plants & animals) and built environment (air quality, noise, and land use) from 
approximately 2007 to 2025. 

 
6. Comment acknowledged. 
 
7. Comment acknowledged. 
 


